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Blowing the Shofar  
 

Blowing the Shofar on Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur is a great mitzvah.   

If you would like to be part of a team, but 
have little or no experience, training is being 

offered by our Rabbi.  

From the Rabbi  
 

Youôre British, you donôt like to make a big fuss 
But you need to know youôre important to us.  
NRS couldnôt function without volunteers 
Who bake cakes, teach the children, wipe away peopleôs tears, 
Answer the phones, take care of the Torahs,  
Pay the shul bills, publish Focus.  
Sit on committees, take care of the site  
Do school visits, answer emails by night.  
Get out the minutes, cook us some food, 
Warden at a service, protect us from no good.  
Wash up, organise, set up, break down, 
Have an idea, welcome strangers to town, 
Buy something we need, bring someone to services,  
Take people to buses and to other alternatives.  

 
As the only employee I know what is done  
For without you I could not this shul run!  
So put aside embarrassment and modesty, 
And know because of you, NRS is lucky.  
So thank you everybody who works for the shul  
Small or great, we need all that you do.  

 
For all who work for tzorchei tzibbur, the needs of the community  
We ask Godôs blessing on you for taking on one or another duty.  
For the gift of yourselves which you offer every day  

We say to you all, thank you all for being this way.  

Rabbi Barbara Borts  
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          From the Chair  

               

 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Well, the AGM is over and our new council is in situ. As I write, I am anticipating the first council 
meeting of the newly  appointed committee. Some old (!)  faces and some new; some old roles and some 
new ideas. Wouldnôt it be wonderful to have  a queue of people waiting to become council members. It 
makes me wonder if, perhaps, people are scared of being on council or donôt know exactly what is 
involved. 
 
We have tried to de-mystify the roles; we have  tried to ósplinterô the jobsé to make óbite sizeô pieces of 
work available to those who are able to giv e some time. Our latest plan is  eventually to offer profiles of 
the council in Focus where you will see some ópen picturesôé maybe even photographs of serving 
members. You will get an idea of why they have volunteered and, hopefully, become inspired yours elf. 
And, of course, what you can do is talk to the people who are on council and ask what it is really like.  
 
I extend a warm welcome to all our new council members; to Monica, who becomes Vi ce Chair and to 
Gerald who is our new treasurer; to Bill Fleming who will be Chair of the new Ritual Committee and to 
Ian Cohen who assumes the mantle of security officer. There are also other people óin the pipelineô so 
watch this spaceé I also thank all the existing members of council for continuing their much apprec iated 
work. 
 
Yesterday was budget day. All sorts of new innovations, or possibly just old reworked ideas, will be put 
in place in order to improve our quality of life. In some areas, we have to tighten our belts. In others we 
can relax a little and expand. The chancellor of the exchequer has taken the opportunity to do a little 
house cleaning/tidying up. 
 
Our AGM offers us the same kind of opportunities. It is a time to review past performances and decide 
to improve, innovate and re -energise. When I look over the other óMessages from the Chairô, they seem 
to have the same theme. But it is this vital theme which is so important for the long term viability of our 
community and for the welfare also of the Movement. There is, in some circles, a feeling that smal l 
communities such as ours will eventually dwindle away. Yet, when I look at what NRS is offering, I can 
see that, with effort and dedication, this need not happen.  
 
We are fortunate. We have an enthusiastic rabbi and members who are prepared to ógo the extra mileô.  
This is my last year as Chair but, at the risk of boring you, I will continue to re -iterate the same 
message. Join in, get involved, offer to do a small mitzvah and see what happens. Remember the ideas 
from the AGM and your intentions to do something for the shul. There is an article in this Focus outlining 
how you can help. 
 
Please look at the council bullet points which will give in greater detail our ideas for the coming year. 
And ask yourself what you can do. You never know. You might even enjoy it!  
 
Sincerely, 

Brenda  
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON INTERFAITH VISIT TO AUSCHWITZ BIRKENAU APRIL 26 TH ï 
APRIL 29 TH  

LIVES AND VOICES  
 

The idea of the visit was conceived some months ago by members of CCJ [Council of Christians & Jews] 
in order to promote a great er knowledge of the Holocaust and to give participants the ability to cascade 
this knowledge to members of a wider community.  
 
The group of 23 was made up from representatives of the Jewish and Christian faiths, including Rabbi 
Lewis, Bishop Martin Wharton, members of UHC & Reform synagogues and other strands of Christianity. 
As well as a cross community structure, there was also a variation of age; the youngest member was 16 
years old, and the oldest é.well certainly in possession of a bus pass! Paul Brown, a professional 
photographer was with the group and I undertook to make a video record which, when edited, will be 
shown to this council and to others who may be interested.  
 
Funding for the visit came from various sources, including the 2 synagogues, the Methodist circuit, the 
Rep Council, & CIFE, although the major amount came from sponsorship from an Inter Faith Group. 
Participants [including our óofficialô photographer] also paid travel costs, admission fees, lunches, and for 
guides. 
 
The programme was arranged in advance, to include tours of Krakow, the Jewish Quarter, KL Auschwitz, 
Oswiecim [the nearest village to Auschwitz] and culminated in an emotional visit to Birkenau.  
 
On the first evening, a local historian/guide gave a broad outline of the ba ckground to the events 1939 -
1945 and we spent time preparing for what we knew would be an intensive few days. Our walk into 
Jewish Krakow, Kazimierz, gave us the opportunity to visit several of the synagogues which had existed 
for many hundreds of years. Coincidentally, it was the anniversary of the death of Rabbi Isserles zôl so 
we saw several groups visiting his grave in the cemetery at the Remuh shul. 
   
The following morning, we embarked on an orientation visit to Krakow. The aim was to develop a feeli ng 
of what the city was like, to be able to draw a contrast between a busy vital town and a  specially 
designed elimination camp. We then progressed to KL Auschwitz, entering through the very emotive 
gates seen in so many films of the camp. 
 
Although we had an official guide, there was enough time for personal reflection and, undoubtedly, some 
members of the group were overcome by emotion ï in particular it seemed to me, the non Jewish 
members.At the end of the visit to Auschwitz the group attended a specia lly organised workshop, 
designed to promote greater understanding of how an individual incarcerated in a concentration camp 
would feel.    This took place in one of the barracks used during WW2 which, although cleaned, 
decorated and sanitised, was redolent of the misery experienced by its former inhabitants. There was 
time for questions, which were expertly answered by the excellent guide.  
 
Although I did not make mention of it at the time, it was actually my birthday when we were in 
Auschwitz. I had considered whether or not I wished to participate in this group but, on reflection, felt it 
was a way of empathising and showing respect to those people, Jew & Christian, who did not have that 
choice; those people who were forced to spend their special days, the High Holy Days, their birthdays, 
their wedding anniversaryôs, as prisoners of an intolerant and unjust regime. 
 
That evening, the group was able to spend time discussing their feelings, the value of the visit and their 
aims for future planning. Several group members were undertaking ópersonal journeysôé..they were 
people who had close knowledge of what it was like to be held in a camp and their input was vital to the 
success of the visit. Their extremely personal comments helped others to a greater knowledge and for 
that I thank them.   
 

Continuedé. 
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Friday Night Dinners  
 

For all of these events, please call Brenda to book a meal  
 

Friday 9 th  July               Erev Shabbat Dinner  
On Friday, July 9th 2010, Rabbi Bortsô father and his partner  
will be joining us for dinner. Rabbi Borts is sponsoring 
 óyummy puddingsô in their honour. Please come along  
and make the evening extra special. 
Please contact Brenda by 6 July to book. 
 

Friday, 13 th  August        Chavura Supper  
 

Friday, 24 th  September  Erev Shabbat Dinner  

The visit to Birkenau was different; the scale of the camp is much larger than most people expect, the 
barracks  óbuilt for purposeô [and what an unholy purpose] were built  not of brick but of wood, whereas 
Auschwitz was originally  a garrison and is therefore more substantial.  We were fortunate to have the 
services of an excellent guide ï someone who really knew his subject and was able to explain the Jewish 
as well as the Christian perspectives.   
 
As a mark of respect, we had taken with us Yahrzeit candles. Two moving ceremonies were held ï the first 
at the wall where many prisoners were executed by firing squad, and the second at the end of the railway 
track near the memorial erected as a permanent tribute to those who were murdered in the camp. Rabbi 
Lewis and Bishop Martin each spoke, Joe Gellert read the names of people in his family who were 
murdered during WW2 and said Kaddish. There was time for personal contributions and some people did 
talk, although most did not. As the light slowly faded and we watched a blood red moon, Rabbi Lewis blew 
the shofar. The mournful tones faded into the evening and we remained in silence, each with our own 
thoughts. 
 
It was a very pensive group who returned to the Hotel that evening. A discussion had been planned but it 
was agreed that, as we had arrived back so late and were weighed down with emotions, we would hold a 
proper debriefing session as soon as possible after our return. The conclusions from this will be included in 
a more comprehensive report to be presented later this year at a Rep Council meeting. 
 
This bulletin has been written from a personal perspective. We hope to include more personal statements 
in the final report because this visit was not the usual ty pe of excursion. It was immensely moving, 
sometimes sad; occasionally it brought forth feelings of anger; it encouraged us to look at the events of 
WW2 through different eyes, to see that many groups of people were affected and that the repercussions 
still linger today. Hopefully, it will have helped to lay some ghosts. Simon Weisenthal was once asked why 
he continued to do the work he did. Why he could not forgive the perpetrators of the atrocities. His answer 
was quite simple. He said he could forgive what had happened to his own family [he lost his wife & child in 
the Holocaust] but that he did not have the agreement of others to forgive on their behalf.  
 
Visits such as this are important in order that we never forget. I am sure that the knowledge we have  
gained will make the next group visit even better for those who participate. I thank everyone who made 
my own personal journey so fulfilling.  
 
Finally, it is proposed that information be disseminated in the following ways: the video, a photographic 
record and a  comprehensive written account. These resource materials could be used separately or 
included into a resource pack to be made available to school and interfaith groups, either as óstand aloneô 
material or in conjunction with a designated speaker.  
 

Brenda  Dinsdale  
May 3 rd  2010  
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AGM Notes  

 
We held our AGM on what turned out to be a gloriously hot and sunny afternoon.  Perhaps we were 
inspired by the weather, or the promise of the lovely strawberry tea, which we thank the Guild  for 
providing.  It was an interesting and engaging meeting, where we considered strategic development 
while looking at day-to-day operations. We adopted the 2009 accounts, considered the work and reports 
of Council.  We recognized the work and enormous contribution of our Rabbi. We thanked many 
volunteers, in particular, our ñtreasuredò Treasurer Carmel Lipman who is stepping down from Council 
after many years and handing over the bank book. We also elected and welcomed a new Council and 
Executive.  Your new Council, who were officially installed on Erev Shabbat 28 May, is as follows: 
 
Chair ï Brenda Dinsdale 
Vice Chair ï Monica Stern 
Treasurer ï Gerald Stern 
Secretary ï Gabrielle Mandell 
Building Officer ï Colin Scott 
Education Officer ï Pauline Statt 
New Members Secretary ï Sylvia Rowlands 
Social Committee Chair ï Tony Wortman 
Welfare Officer ï Gay Bernstone 
 
Energizing our Shul  
Excitingly, we also had a lively and interactive session with Judy Plaut, Living Judaism Field Worker with 
the Movement for Reform Judaism. Together, we considered where we each feel NRS stands today in 
terms of its vibrancy, activity, openness and ability to attract new members. We each envisaged a 
ñperfectò situation, where all our wishes for NRS could come true and shared our ideas on what different 
characteristics this ñmiracleò NRS would have. We then each identified one specific action that each of 
us would undertake before the coming High Holy Days in order to take a step towards the progress we 
had envisioned.  
 
Following up on this exercise, members voted to embark on a one-year engagement campaign.  Our 
goal is to have at least 50% of our members involved in helping the synagogue in at least one way in 
the course of the year.  Actions can be small or large, can range from br inging a cake to Kiddush, to 
giving someone a lift to enable them to come to a service, to leading services or serving on a 
committee.  Stay tuned for more information,  but please start thinking already of how you will become 
involved and help NRS to thrive. There are some ideas to start with on page fouré 
 

Gabrielle Mandell  

 

This address was delivered by Brenda Dinsdale at the AGM  
 
Without wishing to start on a despondent note, an observation. Numbers at NRS are reducing, in line 
with shuls everywhere. The number of members of NRS is significantly lower than when I first joined. 
There are, of course, all sorts of reasons ï relocation, education and so on. We lose members through 
death, and I wish everyone who has been bereaved this last year a óLong Lifeô.  
 
However, on a positive note, NRS seems to attract new members, and Iôm delighted to see some here 
today!  Our guest speaker, Judy Plaut for MRJ will talk with us about ways in which we can capitalise 
on óoldô as well as new members. She will discuss with us ways in which we can keep our community 
vibrant and alive. And whilst I know that this will always be true of NRS, it will be good for the 
community to explore new ways and develop new ideas. This, of course, without losing our 
traditioné.our minhagé.our memories. 
 

Continuedé 
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Chairmanôs AGM Address  
Continuedé 
 
So, what is my vision for NRS? Next year, at the AGM, I will hand over the reins to the new chair so, 
before I stand down, I would like NRS to be smooth running, efficienté.a good place to be. I would 
like NRS to offer opportunities to members; opportunities to become involved, to ócontinue their 
personal developmentô (as the HR people say); to create an atmosphere of learning and caring and 
sharing. I would like us to build on the good practice started by our Honorary Presidents, Nonek & 
George, when NRS was but a twinkle in their eyes.   And I would like us to develop that good 
practice, to expand and enlarge it.  
 
A while ago, RSGB changed its name to óThe Movement for Reform Judaismé.not without a great 
deal of thought, for the word óMovementô suggests change. In order to move forward we must 
research this change and adapt those facets which are appropriate to our community.  
 
As you know, I became Joint President of the Rep Council in January this year. This IS a change. I 
see it as a symbol of what we can do in our wider community. So, part of my vision must be to build 
on this, to develop a good working relationship with the UHC, to acknowledge that we are all Jews. 
We may have different perspectives but we are all Jews! 
 
As I said before, we are a small community but this doesnôt mean we have to have a small voice. This 
last year in office gives the opportunity to see what changes can be made to progress NRS further 
into the future.  
 
Before we move onto the main business of the afternoon, I would like to thank our Rabbi and council 
for their unfailing support. Our Rabbi has brou ght a new dimension to NRS. Her energy and 
enthusiasm have meant that we are now a more vibrant community and for this I thank her. 
Everyone on council plays a part in the running of the synagogue; everyone gives their time and 
effort for the well being of  us all, and I would like you to show your appreciation in the usual way.  
 
It is with gratitude tinged with sadness that I make mention of two people especially. Tony, our Vice 
Chair, is taking responsibility within Rotary. He will be the new District Gove rnor in 2011, with all the 
work that entails. Consequently, he is standing down, although he will continue as Social Committee 
Chair. Tony, we have worked in tandem, sharing problems as well as good times, and I wish you well 
in this new part of your volun tary career. 
 
Carmel, as you know, has been treasurer for nearly 10 years. She was treasurer when I was Chair 
the first time, and it was good for me that she was treasurer when I became Chair again. Maybe a 
better word for Carmel would be TREASURE. As well as the thanks of the community for all your hard 
work, I add my own special comments. I will miss our midnight chats, our middle of the night emails 
and our agreement that, at times, we are becoming óGrumpy old womenô. Carmel, enjoy the feeling 
of freedom I know you are going to have when you hand over the books, the receipts and the purse 
to our new Treasurer.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone personallyé not just council members but all volunteers; 
everyone who helps with clearing up after our sim chot; everyone who comes to services; those 
people who respond to my Friday emails; everyone who is prepared to spend a very hot afternoon 
attending this AGM. I thank you for your kindness and tolerance and your continued support. Without 
you there would be no NRS. Without you there would be no vision for the future.  
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Acts of loving kindness - A chance to contribute to your Synagogue  
 
We all have the chance to play an active role in nurturing the Synagogue.  With the exception of the Rabbi 
and occasional assistance, the Synagogue is run entirely by dedicated member-volunteers.   
 
¶ There are roles which require a lot of time and some which need only a few hours now and then.   

¶  There are roles that relate to services and simchot; others that in volve cooking or maintenance or 
writing, or just lending a hand to set up for an event.   

¶ There are positions on Council and committees.   
¶ There are also people who are happy to be called upon once or twice a year to help with practical 

matters.   
 
There is a role for everyone and whatever the role, each and every one is a vital part of keeping NRS 
going and helping it to thrive. At our AGM in May, the membership of NRS decided to embark on 
an exciting one -year project ï to energize the shul and give everyo ne a chance to become 
involved.  It starts right away. Here are a few specific ways that you can help.   
 
¶ Transport -  Help someone to get to and from shul services and events.   
 

¶ Visit people who are home bound or in hospital   
 

¶ Bring a cake or other nibble s to share for a Kiddush  
 

 
Join  in now; help your S ynagogue and your fellow members.  And enjoy yourself!  

 
Gabrielle Mandell  

WIZO Murder Mystery@ Home Quiz  
 
On Sunday 16 May 2010 two teams from Newcastle took part in WIZOôs first Murder Mystery @ Home 
event. There were 14 participants at Brenda and Martin Levinsonôs and 10 participants at Monica and 
Gerald Sternôs.  
 
WIZO have been at the forefront of national fund raising events centred aroun d hosts and hostesses 
inviting their friends to their homes and in return for donations to WIZO. Quiz@home, Bridge@home 
and now MurderMystery@home have raised tens of thousands of pounds for WIZO. 
 
There was a variety of brain teasing rounds - map reading, hidden words, music picture quiz etc. 
Between the rounds, ample food and drink was provided  by the hosts and hostesses. 
 
Out of  28 teams nationwide the Stern team came 7 th and the Levinson team came 13th. The 2 teams 
raised £300 and everyone enjoyed a good time. 

Monica Stern  
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Is anti -Semitism still alive in Germany?  

Many of you will know my father, who left his native Germany aged 13 years, arriving in England on the 
23rd March 1939 thanks to the Kindertransport.  

On 15th November 1938, 5 days after Kristallnacht (ónight of broken glassô when most of the Synagogues 
were desecrated and burned, Jewish homes and property damaged or destroyed and Jewish residents 
detained), a delegation of British Jewish leaders appealed in person to the Prime Minister, Neville 
Chamberlain. They requested under the circumstances that the British government allow the temporary 
admission of Jewish children who would later re-emigrate back to Germany. The Jewish community 
promised to pay guarantees for these children. 

The British Cabinet debated the issue the next day and subsequently decided that the nation would accept 
unaccompanied children ranging from infants to teenagers up to the age of 17. In fact around 10,000 
children were rescued thanks to the Kindertransport. 

Of course my father was never able to ñre-emigrateò since his parents, grandparents and many other 
relatives were murdered in Concentration Camps and his home and his fatherôs business were sold under 
duress. Why would anyone want to return to live under such circu mstances and also given that the 
townsfolk that he grew up with were at least complicit in the actions of the Nazis. Fortunately, my father 
was able to stay in this country. Not unsurprisingly given the horrendous things he witnessed as a child, he 
has no desire to return to visit.  

My father is an only child and as I grew up, I sensed  an almost total lack of family on his side. In recent 
years I have acquired an interest in genealogy and began to trace our families. My father came out of 
Germany with a single family tree written by hand by my grandfather. Using this as a base and also 
subscribing to the JewishGen website, I have gradually built up a substantial family tree going back to 
before 1736. In fact my grandparents, Willi Stern and Betti Loewenstein,  were both distantly related 
(fourth cousins), something not uncommon in years gone by, and their forebears lived in the same 
Westerwald area between Koblenz and Herborn all in small villages and towns 

Continuedéééé 

 

Gerald Stern with Pau l Widner at the M ontabaur Cemetery  
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Is anti -Semitism still alive in Germany?  
Continued  
 
My father lived in the town of Montabaur and his father was born in nearby Meudt, a village that my 
father frequently cycled to. I have only recently discovered that my father and Mrs Martha Lukes (nee 
Heilberg) whose family came from Meudt and who was a former member of NRS, buried at Preston 
Cemetery in 1991, were third cousins.  

Monica and I have just returned from an interesting trip to Montabaur, our second in 11 years. We visited 
the cemeteries in Montabaur, Meudt and several other small communities. Some of the cemeteries were 
extremely difficult to locate, hidden in forests, awkwardly perched on slopes and overgrown with metre 
high grass, bushes and trees. Many of the grave stones are missing, others have been smashed or 
defaced although some are partially repaired. The older stones are badly weathered and entirely in 
Hebrew. Of course this makes them more difficult to read and the Hebrew name (for example Alexander 
ben Maier) does not entirely help to identify the person as there is no family name.  

We did to my great excitement find the grave stones of several of my fatherôs ancestors who died in the 
early 1900s and from this I began to derive at last a real understanding of wh ere I came from and who 
my ancestors were. My grandparents and great grandparents of course have no grave stones. Following 
our previous trip to Montabaur in 1999, I had written to the Mayor asking that he consider erecting a 
suitable prominent memorial in  a central point in the town to remember the Jewish community, those that 
perished and to remind future generations of what happened.  

I received no reply to my letter although in 2008 I was alerted to the fact that the town was erecting a 
plaque listing those residents who perished. The proposed wording on the plaque translated broadly as 
follows ñWe remember our fellow citizens, who fell victim to euthanasia because of their political and 
religious beliefsò. Apparently the German word ñEuthanasieò is appropriate but of course the English 
translation óthe painless killing of someone who is suffering from a painful and incurable illnessô is not! Iôm 
pleased to say that after a number of email exchanges, the text was changed. Monica and I viewed this 
new plaque, somewhat hidden in the portico of the Town Hall.  

The site of the former Synagogue and an older Prayer House are the only other places in town to 
remember the former Jewish community with small plaques. As I was photographing one of these, a 
single passing motorist honked his horn!  

I also heard that a proposal had been made to the Town Council to install pavement markers in front of 
the former houses of those residents who had fallen victim to the Holocaust ï this was rejected. 

In my fatherôs time of residence, there was a street called ñJudengasseò. A few years ago the Town 
Council suddenly changed the name to ñElizabethstrasseò. The school children of the town who have 
lessons about the Holocaust raised a petition to object and the sign now reads ñElizabethstrasse formerly 
Judengasseò! 

In July 2008, I received through the post a DVD film in German. It was made by a retired history teacher 
and it told the true story of what happened leading up to, on and after Kristallnacht in the town of 
Montabaur. My father was very pleased that at last the events which took place 70 years earlier had been 
truthfully recounted. The author of the film, a Mr Paul Widner, has now become a good friend. He is a 
town guide and very defiantly includes the Jewish cemetery and oth er observations of Jewish interest in 
his tours. There are others who are apologetic including a former school friend of my father, Josef Otto 
Schneider. 

So, is anti-Semitism still alive in Germany? I will leave you to decide. I am still determined to ensu re that 
an appropriate memorial is erected in Montabaur. And when I have finished, that leaves the town of 
Herborn, where my great grandparents lived and where to date I have not found any recognition of the 
former Jewish community except for the untended cemetery. 

Gerald Stern  
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GABRIELôS BAR MITZVAH  -  JULY 10 TH 

 
Gabriel  has been working very hard and preparing for his Bar Mitzvah with the help of Rabbi Borts. In 
addition to learning his portion &  various parts of the shabbat service, he has completed a number of 
projects, producing written reports on Klezmer, Chanukah, Israel & Gaza. These have been part of the 
13 Bar Mitzvah challenges which he has undertaken, which  are: Torah, Culture, Community, Festivals, 
History, Repairing the World, Comandment, Bônei Mitzvah, Prayer, Spirituality, Israel, Charity & Justice 
and Hebrew. Gabrielôs big day is approaching rapidly, and we are really looking forward to it. Of course,  
all members of the NRS community will be very welcome to share this wonderful occasion with us and 
our family and friends.  

Debra Milne  

Recipeé 
 

Havaôs Chocolate Cheesecake 
 
150 g digestive biscuits, crushed 
45 g butter, m elted 
110 g castor sugar 
120 ml double cream 
150 g dark chocolate, melted in a basin over a pot of water on stove top  
2 Tablespoons cocoa powder mixed with a little hot water  
200 g tub of cream/soft cheese 
 
Crush biscuits, mix with the melted butter 1 Tabl espoon of the castor suger.  Press into an 18 cm cake 
tin and refrigerate.  Whip cream until soft peak stage.  Add the cooled melted chocolate, then the cocoa 
mixture.  Blend and set aside.  Beat the cream cheese and remaining sugar and fold all together.  Spread 
on top of the biscuit base.  Serve from the fridge.  

Dear Friends, 
 
Valerie and I would like to thank you all for the lovely cards and tributes that we have received to 
mark our leaving the North East. To see so many of you, from both communities, in shul on our final 
Shabbat was amazing.  
 
It was with sadness that we left D arlington but we have so many wonderful memories of you all. As a 
community we have journeyed so far together, changing our shul from Orthodoxy to reform with the 
help and guidance of Rabbi Wolfe, and lately moving to our new building. Throughout all of th is you 
have rallied round and supported us and made the job of running things so much easier and we thank 
you profusely.  
 
By the time you read this our adventure to the South will be well advanced. We are currently living 
with Naomi and Stephen and are seeing lots of our grandchildren. Hopefully our bungalow will soon be 
ready.  
 
We remember our time with you all with fondness and wish you all well for the future.  
 

Valerie and Martin Finn 
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Condolences  
 
To Zena and family on the recent passing of beloved 
husband, father and grandfather, Leslie Goldstone. 
 
Stone setting  
 
The stone setting for Myra Lassman will take place 
on 15 August.  
 
Get Well Wishes  
To Gerda Lawrence and all other Members and 
Friends of NRS who are unwell. If you know of a 
Member who would welcome a visit, please contact:   
Gay Bernstone or Rabbi Borts  

 
Happy Birthday  
Rachel Bradburn (nee Goldberg) 
Congratulations on your 90th Birthday  
Maurice and Family  
 
New Members  
 
Welcome to Sue, Mitchell, William and Sarah Toher. 
 
Baby Blessing  
 
The Baby Blessing for Benjamin, son of Sarah and 
Glynn Atkinson will take place on Shabbat 7th 
August. 
 
Congratulations  
 
To Sir Jeremy Beecham who has been honoured by 
Her Majesty the Queen by being elevated to the 
House of Lords. Congratulations to Jeremy and to 
Lady Brenda, Richard and Sarah. Sir Jeremy and 

Lady Brenda will be our guests at a special Kiddush on 
Saturday, August 14 th 2010. 

 
Rosh Hashanah lunch  
 
Brenda and Brian Dinsdale  warmly invite everyone 
to their home, 27 Southfields, Dudley, for lunch 
after the morning service on First Day Rosh Hashana 
ï Thursday 9th September.  Please let Brenda know 
by Wednesday 1st September if you would like to 
attend. 
 

Rabbi Borts  will be on holiday during July, except 
for the weekend of 9 and 10 July. 

Please note that there are no Basic Judaism 
classes in July. In August, classes will take 
place at 10.30am on the 1 st , 8 th  and 15 th .  

 

Friends of NRS  

May we remind our members that non -Jewish partners 
can support the Synagogue by becoming paid-up 

óFriends of NRSô. For further details, please contact our 
Treasurer,  Gerald Stern. 

FOCUS 

Thank you to all our contributors. The deadline for the 
next issue is Friday 13 August and items received after 

this date will not be included . Please send articles to 

Anna Round. If possible, articles should be sent as an 
MS Word attachment. 

Donations and Bequests 
Remember your synagogue on anniversaries, Simchas 
or by a bequest in your will.  

Contact Points 

Rabbi 

 

Barbara Borts 

 

284 8621 

 

Chairman Brenda Dinsdale  

Vice Chairman Monica Stern  

Hon Secretary/PR Gaby Mandell  

Treasurer Gerald Stern   

Ritual  

 

Security 

Bill Fleming 

 

Ian Cohen 

 

 

 

Buildings Colin Scott  

Welfare Gay Bernstone  

Guild Liz Wortman  

Focus Anna Slowe 

Anna Round 

 

 

Rep Council Brenda Dinsdale 

Carmel Lipman 

 

 

Adult Education Pauline Statt  

Children & Family 
Education 

Jo Edwards  

Life Presidents 

 

Nonek Jacobson 

George Loble 

 

 

Synagogue Shop Sylvia Rowlands  

Darlington Hebrew 

Congregation 

Peter Freitag 

(Chairman) 
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STRETTLE MEMORIALS  

MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS SERVING  

THE NORTH EAST OF ENGLAND  

Head Office and Works 
Mooredge Road, Shiremoor, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE27 0HU 

Tel: (0191) 253 3222 
SPECIALISTS IN HEBREW MONUMENTS  

 

 

 

 
Entrance Free  Sun/Mon 11am to 5pm, Tues/Sat 10am to 8pm 

 

 

 

With best wishes from  
David, Liz, Daniel  

& Chloë Luper  
 
 

 

�p�g0Ž�ô�‰�L  

CHINA SOLUTIONS 
Chinese product sourcing specialists 

 

All enquiries to 
daniel@chinasolutions.co.uk 

 

 

Miss L. M. Beckmann 
B.A., G.D.N.S.M., L.G.S.M., P.G.C.E.  

Clarinet, Flute, Saxophone & Piano Teacher  
 

Tel: 07867 803980 

 

 
 
 

With best wishes from  
the Cussins family  

 

Last Will & Testament 
Remember your synagogue on anniversaries, 

Simchas or by a bequest in your will. 
Contact George Loble for further 
information on 0191 285 2547 

 

 
 

 

Dolphin Stair Lifts Ltd. 
Showroom �± Unit 16F, Airport Industrial Estate 
Kingston Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 2EF 

We supply straight, curved, new or nearly new stair lifts. 

For helpful advice telephone  0191 271 2600 
 

 

 

 
 

With best wishes from  
Pat and Ian Caller  

 
 

Joseph Richmond & Son 
MEMORIALS  
Established 1979 

Committed to Quality in Craftsmanship 
and Service to the Jewish Community 

�1�H�Z�F�D�V�W�O�H�¶�V���I�L�Qest Memorial Showroom 
Member of the National Association of Memorial Masons 

Showroom and Works at 629 West Road, Denton Burn, Newcastle 
NE15 7ER.    Tel: 0191 228 0058 

www.richmond-memorials.co.uk          info@richmond-memorials.co.uk 
 


