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From the Rabbi
A Jewish Cemetery In Gerrbgr¥ehuda Amichai

On a little hill amid fertile fields lies a small cemetery,
a Jewish cemetery behind a rusty gate, hidden by shrubs,
abandoned and forgotten. Neithelhé¢ sound of prayer
nor the voice of lamentation is heard there
for the dead praise not theternal
Only the voices of our children ring out, seeking graves
and cheering
each time they find ondike mushrooms in the forest, like
wild strawberries.
Here's another grave! There's the name of my mother's
mothers, and a name from the last century. And here's a name,
and there! And as | was about to brush the moss from the name
Look! an open hand engraved on the tombstone, the grave
of a kohen,
hisfingers splayed in a spasm of holiness and blessing,
and here's a grave concealed by a thicket of berries
that has to be brushed aside like a shock of hair
from the face of a beautiful beloved woman.

| too enjoy searching in old Jewish cemeteries vibiat they tell us and who they contain. Our own cemetery
in Preston, and all of the other Jewish cemeteries dotted about the NBaist, will themselves one day form &
record of the history of our communityCemeteries are a piece of the history of thogdno have passed away
but life, as they say, belongs to the living, and times have changed. We now have an intermarriaddtyate c
sixty per cent and many of these couples wish to be buried together, and near to Jewish cemeteries.

The Assembly oRabbis of the MRJ discussed this topic sgewm's ago. They studied bokmerican Reform
and American Conservativ@lasort) responsa, and adduced that it would be permissible to establish some
separate but neighbouring space for such intermarried couplgsote from the decision:

We base ourselves partly onthe America Conser vat i v 8ome greuhdeontgoous td
the cemetery can be set aside for the burial of rigws who do not object to being buried in such a
section of the cemetery We noted that this was the practice in the Berlin Jewish Community which
a couple of sections on one side of its cemetery designated forJeavish burials. These sections wel
separated from other sections by a path.

Continued on p.3

Focus deadline

Friday 13 February 2012

Please send articles, notices etc to Anna Round
If possible, please send items as MS Word documents.
If you want to submit an item but do not have ass to email, please call Anna
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From the Chair
We Are Not Doing So Badly

Havaandl attended a Shabbatnorningservicein Manchestea few weeks
ago.lt wasjust after Simchaf orahandit wasexplainedo usthat
attendancewnould be smallbecausenot only would peoplebe havinga
weekor so 'off' after the HighHoly daysandthe subsequentestivals,

but their Rabbiwasalsoawayon holiday.lt cameasa smallsurprisewhen
in factthey had more than30 peopleat the service.l foundout later

that in our shul, at the sametime, we hadin our Shabbaservicejust
madea minyan

When | startedto think aboutthis, | realisedthat in factwe are not doingso badly. The synagogue
Manchestehasover athousandmemberswhilst we do not maketwo hundredsouls.Our membershigs
alsowidely scatteredthroughoutthe north of Englancgandwe still getwell over a minyarfor most Shabbat
morningservicesWell, Fridaynightsare not so greatbut we still havea smallbandof peoplewho will

turn up evenon acold andfrosty night,andof coursethe Fridaynightdinnersare very well attended.Our
synagoguéasa book groupwho meetoncea month. We run three successfuhgelevelchedeclasses.
We haveadulteducationwhere the qualityof whatis taughtis extremelyhighandthe enthusiasnof those
beingtaughtsecondto none.We havea smallbandof volunteerswho showlocalandtravellingin school
children,scoutsandother interestedgroupsaroundour shul There is rarely a week goingby without one
or sometimegwo differentschoolsspendinga morningor afternoonlearningaboutJudaisnfrom one or
more of our volunteers.Sol reallywould like to thankall those volunteerswho neednothingbut praise
for the effort they makeon our behalf.l would like to thankthosewho attendour Shabbaservicesand
makean effort to ensurewe havea minyanandlastbut not leastthe bandof willing Guild memberswho
organiserefreshmentsat the drop of a hat.

Bill Fleming
Soup Kitchen Tuesday, 7 Februar
The Newcastle upon Tyn8oup ) N (Y
E Kitchen supports more than 150eople 18:00 at NRS
people every day at this time of thear. Tu Bishvat seder
Please support this valuable work of
tzedakatby bringing along tinneglbods, especiallysh,
and dried goods such as rice, couscous or pasta, and Please bing food to sharé
sauces from which the volunteers can readily make ug Dbin us as we celebrate
meals to prepare for the needy. Dried fruit is also our world
welcome. Many thanks. It is a really important thing to . TN
do in the winter months especially. and its produce %m o
Please bring your donations to the shul.

Friday Night Dinners
Catered dinners
On theseevenings the 18:45 service will be followed by a catered dinner.
Please call Brenda to book a meal

27 January Erev dabbat Dinner

24 February Erevshabbat Dinner
DerRe b b €igcls

On theseevenings therés no formal service. Instead we sit around a tahiel sing

shabbat zmirpsongs, and tell stories overchavuralsupper.Please bringome food,

! , friends and family and joirs to celebrate Shabbat together as the NRS fan
¥ Friday 13 January

Please note that there will be no Tisch in February, due to the inclusion of the Tu E
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From the Rabbi d continued from p.1

This is now thepolicy of the JJB3dwish Joint Burial Socigty Greater London, which oversees the buria
for many Reform, Liberal, and Maigynagogues, and, after a fruitful discussion at Council, it is now NI
policy. Thaks to the efforts of George Lobland Colin Scott, we, toocanoffer this opportunity as well.

The main body of the cemetery will continue to provide Jewish burialsteTivdl still be a section for
cremations to be buried. And, on the right side, separated by a path, there will be space for intermarri
couples. They will need to agree to some stipulations, among which are the requirement that the Jew
the nonJew ae buried irdepth, in one grave, for it is then a Jewish grave according to Jewish law. An
there must be a nossectarian funeral and no images on thatzevahvhich are those of another religion.

As my colleagues wrote, this enables us both to preseheeXewishness of the cemetery for those of our
past who would not have wanted it to be otherwise, and those of us alive now, who wish to be in a Je
cemetery, but at the same time, to extend a possibility to those of our intermarried families who ovigh t
together after death.

If anyone wishes to discuss this further with me, please do let me know. | hope this decision goes sor
towards providing for the needs and desires of all of our members.

Rabbi Barbara Borts

Book Review

Of the many books about th&hoahand biographies and autobiographies of survivgrarticularlywant to
recommend this startling achiement of memory calledhe Tin RingPreviously published in Czech, Germ:
and in America under the titl&ly Lucky Stathis is the updated versiowith photographspublished by
Northumbria University Press in 2010. Zdenka Fantélevas born in Cerhonice in the former @zh
Republic (southern Bohemia)ltAough her own motherdied at theyoung age of 28, her new stepother
came from none other than our Pardubic&denka Fantolo& seemed to have that quality of determination
pluck and endurance against impossible odds, which led her onto the stage in Terezin Camp and to ga
experiences there which in very much later life after the war years and the years of recuperation, led he
Australia where she became a much loved actress. The bwaKkable ipubliclibraries

The Newcastle Public Librariesll hold an event to caicide with Holocaust Memorial Day lateJanuary.
Hava Perret

Making sure our NRS voice is heard:
Participating in the Reform Movementds

As you may have read in the last issdd-ocusthe Movement for Reform Judaism (MRJ) is conducting a review of its
priorities. They have asked all member congregations to provide input on how the Movement is doing in various ar
and where wdeelresources should be allocatedRS answerethe call and your Council held an open consultation
meeting on 1 DecemberOur Chairpr esent ed the background of the Revi
key quesibns we were asked to considefhrough a combination of lively breakt andlargegroup discussions, we
looked at the four priorities andheir meaning folour congregation and our relationship with the Movement.

Following the meeting we drafted a response and submitted it to the Movement by the deadline of 16 December. V
w 0 n éproduce the whole document here, but you may be interested in a few highlights from the prio8typplort to
Synagogues and related areas:

- The need to reach out to isolated congregations and create a greater sense of community througholrihe M

- We suggested that MRJ website and publications feature the membership more and provide highlights from
congregations around the country. The newsletter recently begun is a good start.

- The Movement would benefit from having more specialist stafiefmre, e g. music, social actipetc.

- NRS has enjoyed visits from David Jacobs. More visits and getting to know more MRJ staff would be helpft
would make it easier for us to understand their perspectives and identify with them.

- We suggested offering some aré courses for synagogues outside of London. Courses on practicalities (ratr
than academic) would be helpful, especially if they could be done at home and outside of work hours.

Watch this space and the MRJ webshé://www.reformjudaism.org.ukfor news. MRJ is collating input and intends t
publish a draft strategy for further discussion, with the final strategy to go before the board for approval in May/June

NRS Executive
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In Affectionate Memory of Alex Cowan

Dr Alexander Fancis Cowan, who passed away, aged 62, on 30
November 2011 from pancreatic cancer, was born in Wilmslow,
Cheshire, in 1949. He studied History at Warwick University, and gai
his Ph.D. from LSE in 1981. In 1973 Alex was appointed a lecturer in
History atthe then Newcastle Polytechnic, now Northumbria
University He was later appointed a Reader at the University, retiring
2010, and becoming a Visiting Fellow. He was a distinguished histori
and gifted linguist, speaking four languages fluently,caiad ef
Parliaments, Estates and Representaéigaurnal of the International
Commission for the History of Representative and Parliamentary
institutions. He had been enjoying retirement, relishing the opportuni
it brought to indulge the interestee had not previously had time for,
not least spending more time on his historical writing. The tributes pa
to him by his many colleagues and former students at the celebratior
his life held after his funeral on 7 December testify to the respect anc
affection in which he was held, and the love of history which he
communicated so enthusiastically. It was typical of Alex's profession:
and concern for others that, even in his hospital bed, he was worrying about finding a successor to edit
journal Alex would have graced any University in the UK or elsewhere at Professorial level.

In 1974 he had met Michele at his brother Kenneth's wedding in France and they married in 1977. Cha
was born in 1980 and Benjamin in 1986. Alex and Michele joime&ynagogue soon after their marriage.
Alex quickly established himself as an active and highly respected member of the community, leading ¢
and joining the Synagogue council. He became Head Teacher of the Cheder and later Chair of the Syr
Faced with sometimes difficult and confrontational situations, his instinct was always to be conciliatory,
keep calm, whatever the provocation. In an age which often confuses wisdom with knowledges hewse
man,always showing respect for oth@eople and their views. Above all, Alex wasyansch, in the best,
Yiddish, sense of the word; a man highly respected by all who met him, a man who was honest, dignifit
and considerate. He will be remembered with affection by all who knew him.

The hstory of Venice was his special intereltis fitting that La Serenissima, as the Republic of Venice wz
known, should have been the professional love of a man who was himself serene and at peace with the

Ruth and Bob Heyman
Memories of Alex from Friends and Colleagues

I met Alex 5 hours after arriving at Warwick University. | am honoured that he became my friend from tl
day. Alex had such a fine mind and knowledge of the importance of Venice in the Europe's developmel

Alex was such a huge pgaf the community from some of our earliest memories. | think of him with his
family, and with his parents, at services and events.

He was such a respected historian and such a great teacher, but above all a great colleague, gentle ar
respectful of peom.

Un homme trés fin, cultive, compétent, sympathique et attachant.

He encouraged me to achieve my potential and instilled in me a love of Venice that | am reminded of e
time | pass a gallery, see a card in a card shop, or a particularly blue sky.

He was always a terrific friend, always prepared to listen, understand and forgive.
Alex était si gentil, je n'ai rencontré personne qui avait un mot contre |ui.

Alex was one of the finest persons | have ever met, someone with whom you immediately couldefest a
and engaged.

Not just a person who wrote good books, but someone who enjoyed doing that and much else, above ¢
turning knowledge into communication which involved others. | always said to myself that he must be a
splendid teacher as well as a barchival spirit.
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Community Notices

Thank you: Anna, Ruth and Bob Heyman would like
to thank Rabbi Borts, Brenda Dinsdale and the Guild
and all the friends who joined us at baby Leon's Bab
Blessing on 5th November, for making it such a
welcoming and jpous occasion.

Mazel Tov to Peter Freitag, Chair of Darlington
Hebrew Congregation, on his election as Chair of the
Interfaith Council.

Refuah Sheleimah to Dr Basl Levy, Victor Couriel,
and toall Members and Friends of NRS who are
unwell. If you know ba Member who would welcome
a visit, please contad&ay Bernstoner Rabbi Borts.

Condolences
to the family and friends of Dr Alexander Cowan.
to the family and friends of Evelyn Cordglarshd.

In Memoriam Ailsa Goldberg (Esther), wife of
Maurice ad mother of Martin. Died 16 November.

Friends of NRS

Non-Jewish partnersf NRS membersan
support the Synagogue by becoming pagid
0 Fr i e nd &or further NeRilS please
contactthe Treasurer

Focus

Thank you to all our contributors. The deadé
for the next issue i$-ridayl3 Februaryand
items received after this datill not be
included Please send artidenotices, etc. to
Anna RoundIf possible, articles should be sen
as MS word documents.

Website

Contributions for the NRS websitera always
welcome. Please send a few lines about an e\
or activity yau have attended to Alice Bondi.

Donations and Bequests

Remember your Synagogue on anniversaries,
simchasr by a bequest in your will. Please
contact Georgel.oble for further informatbn.
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The Art House

at Ashburton Road

Come and look at our fantastic selection of cards,
gifts, jewellery, local crafts, fine art
and prints . . .
Browse our downstairs rooms and upstairs
gallery and gift area . . .
Relax in our lounge and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee,
and a selection of cakes and biscuits . . .

6a - 8 Ashburton Road, Gosforth
Opening times:
9.00 - 5.30 Mon - Fri
9.00 - 5.00 Sat
www . arthouse-ashburton.con

STRETTLE MEMORIALS

MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS
SERVING THE NORTH -EAST OF ENGLAND
Head -Office and Works
Mooredge Road, Shiremoor, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE27 OHU

Tel: (0191) 253 3222
SPECIALISTS IN HEBREW MONUMENTS

A BRAMMACCREDITED COMPANY &
Established 1946

With best wishes from
David, Liz, Daniel
& Chloé Luper

CHINA SOLUTIONS

Chinese product sourcing specialists

All enquiries to
daniel@chinasolutions.co.uk

With best wishes from
Pat and | an Caller

J

EEANEET
l% E‘g Ii&t @i ﬁ' %

Trllf-IE BISCUIT EACTORY

ORI GINAL ART STORE

Entrance Free Sun/Mon 11lam to 5pm, T&e4/10am to 8pm

With best wishes from
the Cussins family

FRANK FAGLEMAN

Dealer in Gold, Diamonds and Antique Jewellery
99 CLAYTON STREET, NEWCASTLE

Telephone: 2323 0917

Joseph Richmond & Son

MEMORIALS
Established 1979
Committed to Quality in Craftsmanship
and Service to the JewisGommunity
Newcastlebs finest
Member of the National Association of Memorial Masons
Showroomsand Works at
629 West Road, Denton Burn, Newcastle
NE15 7ER. Tel: 0191 228 0058
and
29 Coast Road, Billy Mill, North Shields, NE29 7PG
Tel: 0191 296 0003
www.richmondmemorials.co.uk info@richmomdemorials.co.uk

Me mor i

There's more
than one angel
in the North. i

Gas Angel
Heating Services

All aspects of heating work carried out
10% discount for senior citizens

Amazing offers on gas appliance servicing
Boilers and cookers installed at great rates
Cas Safe registered number 231975

Whitley Bay and surrounding areas covered
(]z\H@A\JEIEL

's“?’afé

Call 0191 2893464
or visit our website at
www.gdsangelheating.co.uk
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